The Moral Herd: Groups and the Evolution of Altruism and Cooperation by Garcia Gallego, J.A.
VU Research Portal




Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
Link to publication in VU Research Portal
citation for published version (APA)
Garcia Gallego, J. A. (2011). The Moral Herd: Groups and the Evolution of Altruism and Cooperation. TI/Thela
Thesis.
General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.
            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.
E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl
Download date: 27. May. 2021
The Moral Herd:
Groups and the Evolution





roups and the Evolution of A
ltruism
 and C





This thesis studies the evolution of human helping behaviour. It looks at
the evolution of specific features of human social preferences, and
proposes formal models to provide ultimate explanations for these.
The thesis contains four essays that deal with related, but separate topics. 
The first essay studies the evolution of cooperation and group formation
in large groups of unrelated individuals. The second essay considers the 
evolution of discriminatory behaviour in cooperative interactions. The third 
essay deals with the evolution of cooperation in repeated games. Finally, 
the fourth essay examines the interplay between repeated interactions and 
population structure. A common ground for all the models proposed in
this thesis is that agents use strategies that go beyond simple cooperation
or defection, and that selection takes place at multiple levels (multilevel 
selection). Studying the richness of our behaviour provides insight into
the origin of our social preferences.
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